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Let the

Games
begin!

Rockland plays host to the 
2012 Maccabi Games
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P
erhaps nothing unites a community more than 
sportsmanship, teamwork and goodwill. The ancient 
Greeks knew it when they started the first Olympic 
competition back in 776 BCE, with the goal of 
bringing together the Greek communities culturally 

and reinforcing their shared heritage. 
 Cut to present day, and that same philosophy is alive and 
well and thriving not only in today’s modern Olympics but in 
the Maccabi Games, a week-long Olympic-style athletic event 
for Jewish youth worldwide, providing a unique combination of 
sports competition with cultural and social activities designed to 
celebrate Jewish heritage. 
 This year marks the event’s 30th anniversary, and in August, 
Rockland County will be the site of the games that brings 
together over 1,800 Jewish teen athletes from around the world. 
Hosted by the JCC of Rockland, the event will also engage 
over 1,000 volunteers, 600 host families, and thousands of 
spectators. Delegations from the United States, Canada, Europe 
and Israel will not only test their physical skills, but cultivate an 
appreciation of Jewish values and a connection to the Jewish 
community, enriching their  Jewish identities while promoting 
their health and well being.
 With Rockland’s strong tradition of sending delegations 
to participate in the JCC Maccabi Games for over 20 years, 
community leaders felt it was time to bring the event home to 

Rockland. Says David Kirschtel, CEO of JCC of Rockland, “I 
discussed this idea with the JCC Board of Directors and they 
voted to host the JCC Maccabi Games in 2012 — particularly 
special because it’s the Games’ 30th anniversary.” 
 But serving as a Games host requires a large investment 
of time and resources, both of which the Rockland community 
is ready to provide in exchange for an unforgettable and 
meaningful experience. Says Kirschtel: “I have been very active 
in fundraising for hosting the JCC Maccabi Games. To date, we 
have almost 200 donors and have raised more than $1 million to 
support the Games.” 
 Rockland Community College will be the main hub of 
activities, but as Games Director Eric Lightman says: “Athletic 
competitions will be spread throughout Rockland County, with 
all venues hosting multiple events.”  Facilities include Rockland 
Community College (the central hub), Suffern High School, 
Suffern Middle School, Torne Valley (St. Lawrence Center), 
Germonds Park, Clarkstown South High School and West Rock. 
Hockey will be held at the IceTime Skating Center in Newburgh. 
Golf will be played on a different course each day: Rotella, 
Paramount, Minisceongo and Spook Rock.
 To put on an event of this magnitude relies strongly on 
volunteerism — everything from venue directors to medical 
technicians to local families who are willing to open their homes 
to a student athlete from other parts of the country, or the world. 

Rockland plays host to the 2012 Maccabi Games, August 12-17
 by Barbara Moroch 
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“I understood this responsibility would be a huge undertaking…it also 
supports my passion to stay involved and help the local community.”‘‘
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As Josh Steinberger, local delegation head of the JCC points out, 
“For the most part families have been open to hosting because 
many Jewish families in Rockland have sent their children to past 
JCC Maccabi Games and they know what a great experience their 
child had living in homes in those host cities.  It is only right for 
our families who have had athletes attend other games return 
the favor to athletes coming to Rockland.” Steinberger is happy 
with the response he’s received, but welcomes more. 
 Director of Athletics and a volunteer herself, Elaine 
Apfelbaum echoes that sentiment: “I understood this 
responsibility would be a huge undertaking, but I felt it would 
be a good challenge. It also supports my passion to stay involved 
and help the community.” She was surprised by the tremendous 
amount of help she received across the board: “My first challenge 
was to acquire enough athletic venues to run the games in 
Rockland.  The outpouring of support received from Rockland 
Community College, all the municipalities, school districts, and 
private facilities in the county was truly overwhelming.”

A Spirit of Tradition
 The Maccabi movement began in 1895 when the first all-
Jewish sports club was formed in Constantinople. The first world 
Maccabiah Games were held in Israel in 1932. This two-week 
competition still takes place every four years, and has featured 
many world-class Jewish athletes including: Mark Spitz and Jason 
Lezak (swimming), Mitch Gaylord (gymnastics), Ernie Grunfeld 
and Danny Schayes (basketball), and Brad Gilbert and Dick 
Savitt (tennis). 
 The Games are the largest organized sports program for 

Jewish teenagers in the world. The first North American JCC 
Maccabi Games were held in 1982 in Memphis with 300 athletes 
participating. Since then, the Games have grown from a small 
pilot project to a world-class sporting competition held each 
summer in multiple sites throughout the country. 

Opening Ceremonies  
to honor Munich 11
 Opening Ceremonies, which kick off the week of the 
JCC 2012 Maccabi Games, establish the Jewish ta’am (flavor) 
that makes the Games so unique. In addition to the Parade of 
Athletes, entertainment and the lighting of the JCC Maccabi 
torch, the event includes a special ceremony to remember the 
11 Israeli athletes murdered by terrorists at the 1972 Olympics in 
Munich, Germany. Says David Kirschtel: “On the 40th anniversary 
of those tragic events, we decided it was important to educate the 
entire Rockland community and the world about what happened 
at Munich. We have done this through many efforts.” (See 
sidebar.) 
 Families and friends are encouraged to attend the opening 
ceremonies and the games to cheer on the athletes.  And there 
will be plenty of them. Local delegation head Josh Steinberger 
points out: “We expect over 200 athletes just from Rockland, 
Orange, and North Jersey alone. Team athletes were selected 
via a try-out process and a group of judges, including myself, 
decided who made the teams.  Individual athletes are on a 
first come, first serve basis; basically if you sign up you  are 
guaranteed to play the sport which you registered for.” Athletes 

The Maccabi Games unites the community in sportsmanship and friendship. Opposite page, top right: JCC Rockland CEO David Kirschtel with Josh Stein-
berger, JCC’s local delegation head.
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must be between the ages of 13 and 16 as of July 31, 2012 to 
compete in a team sport, and between the ages of 12 and 16 
to compete in an individual sport. Athletes must have at least 
one Jewish parent and self-identify as Jewish.
 Team sports tournaments include basketball (boys and 
girls), baseball (boys), softball (girls), inline hockey (boys), 
lacrosse (girls), soccer (boys and girls), and volleyball (girls). 
Individual sports tournaments include tennis, swimming, 
table tennis, bowling, golf and dance. Games Director Eric 
Lightman adds: “Athletes are guaranteed at least five games 
over the course of the week.” 

Maccabi Games:  
Good for the county
 According to Kirschtel, the games are good for 
community spirit and for business building as well. “When 
the JCC Maccabi Games took place in Westchester County 
in 2009, the claim was that the economic impact was almost 
$5 million. We estimate that there should be between 1,500 
and 2,000 hotel rooms booked for the week of August 12- 
18. There will be an increase in shopping at local stores 
and restaurant activity will increase as well.”  Adds Elaine 
Apfelbaum: “Out of town guests will give an economic boost 
to the county as they take advantage of everything the area 
has to offer.”
 By all accounts this is one of the biggest events in the 
history of Rockland, uniting all sectors of the community. 
As David Kirschtel summed up: “I believe these Games will 
inspire a true partnership between the business community, 
local government and the general community.” •
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Maccabi Games
The numbers tell the story

5 days and nights of athletics 
and events. 

300 local athletes,
1,500 visiting athletes and 300 
coaches coming together for friendly 
competition at over 12 Rockland 
community venues.

600 host families opening 
their homes to visiting athletes. 

1,000 local volunteers 
of all ages contributing time and 
effort to ensure a memorable 
experience for guests.

10,000+ area residents 
and visitors cheering at the Opening 
Ceremonies, to be held at the Field 
House at Rockland Community 
College. 

$5 million (estimated) 
generated for the local economy, 
through the hosting of events and 
visiting spectators.

GET INVOLVED!

As host of the 2012 JCC Maccabi 
Games, JCC Rockland is undertaking 
a substantial outreach mission to the 

greater Rockland community. Their aim is to 
involve government, business, non-profit and 
religious institutions, and every community 
member, in this momentous and exciting event. 
 In preparation, the Rockland Jewish 
Community Campus, which is also home to 
JCC Rockland, Jewish Federation of Rockland 
County, Rockland Jewish Family Service, and 
other non-profits, has embarked on a $7.5 
million Capital Campaign to support the JCC 
Maccabi Games and ongoing improvements to 
the campus.
 JCC Rockland is looking for partners to 
help spread the word about the JCC Maccabi 
Games throughout the community. Everyone in 
Rockland and the surrounding areas can share 
in the spirit. Volunteers are needed now to help 
plan and execute the Games. 
 To volunteer, donate to the Capital 
Campaign, be a host family, sponsor, or for 
registration and try-out information, visit JCC 
of Rockland website at: www.jccrockland.org/
maccabi or call 845-362-4400. —BM
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So important is it to 
keep the memory 
of that tragic day, 

40 years ago, when the 
Israeli Olympic team was 
murdered in Munich, that 
David Kirschtel and the 
Rockland community will 
make its awareness top-
of-mind throughout the 
Games:

• Over	the	last	two	years	
and through to this 
year’s games, the JCC has 
been hosting 11 events 
in honor of the Munich 
11.  Among them: the 
unveiling of the Munich 
11 Memorial on the grounds of JCC 
headquarters, the first such sculpture 
of its kind in the U.S.; a JCC Founders 
Dinner honoring Andrei Spitzer, a 
fencing coach and one of the Munich 
11 (his wife Ankie was on hand for the 
ceremony); a special performance by 12 
Israeli dancers; a torch relay race and 
other events.
•	An	educational	website,	www.
munich11.org, features an online 

petition, started in March, to get 
thousands of signatures asking the 
International Olympic committee to 
provide a minute of silence at this 
summer’s Olympics in London.
•		JCC	is	working	with	a	local	filmmaker,	
Joe Allen, who is making a movie titled 
20 Million Minutes, a documentary 
on why it is important to remember 
Munich and why there should be a 
minute of silence. (It has been 20 
million minutes since 1972.)

• 	“Munich	11”	cards,	the	
size of baseball cards, are 
being produced, with the 
pictures of each of the 
11 and bios on the back. 
It’s a way for people not 
only to learn the names of 
the Munich 11, but learn 
about them as people.
• 	JCC	headquarters	will	
feature a wall display with 
pictures and bios of the 
Munich 11.
•	Change4Change	is	an	
educational project where 
teens and the community 
are collecting coins with a 
goal to collect 11 million 

coins ($110,000). The money raised will 
feed the hungry in Rockland through 
People to People and Rockland Jewish 
Family Service, and feed the hungry in 
Israel. Collect a container of coins and 
get a set of Munich 11 cards.
•	At	the	Games’	opening	ceremony	
on August 12, JCC will invite the 
world to join for a minute of silence to 
remember those who died at Munich  
in 1972.   —BM

In Memory of the 
 

MUNICH 11




